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uveitis
a closer look
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WHAT IS UVEITIS? Sclera

/

The eye is shaped much like a tennis ball, with three
different layers of tissue surrounding the central gel-
filled cavity.

The innermost layer is the retina, which senses light
and helps to send images to your brain. The middle
layer between the sclera and retina is called the uvea.
The outermost layer is the sclera, the strong white
wall of the eye. Uveitis (pronounced you-vee-EYE-tis)
is inflammation of the uvea.
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WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE

OF THE UVEA?

Uveitis may develop suddenly with redness and pain

. . or with a painless blurring of your vision.
The uvea contains many blood vessels — the veins, P oty

arteries and capillaries — that carry blood to and from
the eye. Since the uvea nourishes many important
parts of the eye (such as the retina), inflammation of
the uvea can damage your sight.

A case of simple “red eye” may in fact be a serious
problem of uveitis. If your eye becomes red or
painful, you should be examined and treated by an
ophthalmologist (Eye M.D.).

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS |
OF UVEITIS? WHAT CAUSES UVEITIS?

Uveitis has many different causes:

Symptoms of uveitis include:

W Avirus, such as shingles, mumps or herpes simplex;

B Light sensitivity;
A fungus, such as histoplasmosis;

as arthritis, gastrointestinal disease or collagen
vascular disease such as lupus;

B Aresult of injury to the eye.

W Blurred vision; a

B Pain B A parasite, such as toxoplasmaosis;

B Floaters: B Related disease in other parts of the body, such
O

Redness of the eye.
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