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macular pucker
a closer look

HOW THE EYE SEES

The macula is the small area at the center of the
eye's retina that allows you to see fine details clearly.
The retina is a layer of light-sensing cells lining the
back of your eye.

As light rays enter your eye, the retina converts the
rays into signals, which are sent through the optic
nerve to your brain where they are recognized as
images.

Damage to your macula causes blurred central vision,
making it difficult to perform tasks such as reading
small print or threading a needle.

WHAT IS A MACULAR PUCKER?

The macula normally lies flat against the back of the
eve, like film lining the back of a camera. When wrinkles,
creases or bulges form on the macula, this is known
as macular pucker.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF
MACULAR PUCKER?

Symptoms of macular pucker range from mild to
severe and may involve one or both eyes.

Your ophthalmologist uses tiny instruments to remove
the wrinkled tissue on the macula.

Symptoms may include:

B Blurred central (detail) vision;
B Distorted, or "wavy,” vision;

W Difficulty reading or performing tasks that require
detail vision,

B Gray and/or cloudy area in central vision;
B Central blind spot.

Peripheral (side) vision is not affected.
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